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Inside this issue: Can you believe the holiday season is al-

ready upon us?  We have some fun com-

munity service events planned for this 

month.  We have adopted a couple of fam-

ilies and you should have seen some 

emails go out letting you know which 

items are needed.  In addition to dona-

tions, we have an opportunity for our 

members to help hand out the gifts to the 

families this coming Saturday.  I’m sure it 

will be a very rewarding experience and I’m thrilled that we can do 

something as a chapter to help those who are less fortunate and really 

need our help. 

Our bowling event in November was a lot of fun.  We had 5 chapter 

members and 4 of their family members in our group.  A good time was 

had by all, and I’m already looking forward to our next social event! 

Scholarship applications are due December 15th.  If you know of any 

students who could use a little help, please direct them to our website 

for more information. 

This month’s program is “Teambuilding,” presented by my boss, Roger 

Gannon.  He’s got some great things planned for us and I know you 

will all enjoy his presentation.  Don’t forget that members receive 50% 

off the December meeting fee and we will be doing an optional gift ex-

change to celebrate the holidays.  If you want to participate, please 

bring a wrapped gift valued at around $25.  Hope to see you there! 

Stacey Craig 

 

President’s Corner  by Stacey Craig 

Vol 23, Issue 6 
Mesa East Valley’s 

         IN TOUCHIN TOUCH  

December 2014 

www.mesaeastvalleyafwa.org 



2 

  

December Meeting Details 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

 

Holiday Gift Exchange! 

 

  TOPIC:           Team Building  

  LOCATION:  Landmark Restaurant 

                           809 W Main St, Mesa 

  DINNER:        Prime Rib or Salad Room 

  TIME:             5:30 p.m.   Registration 

                               6:00 p.m.   Dinner 

                               7:00 p.m.   Team Building 

                                                   

  COST:             $13 member / $32 guest / $10 student               

 

 RSVP online at: 

 http://mesaeastvalleyafwa.org/meetings.html 

         (Salad room option only after Dec 12) 

 

 

You can also contact our membership director  
Patricia Schumacher at pks-cpa@cox.net or call 
480-583-4344 
 

 

   

 

 

Happy Holidays to you and 

your families from the Mesa 

East Valley chapter of                

AFWA! 

 

 

“Remember,                      

This December,                

That love weighs more than 

gold.” 

Josephine Dodge Daskam 

Bacon 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES: If you would like to 

cancel a reservation, please contact Patty at the above email. 

Per chapter rules, if you register and do not attend or do not cancel by 
the Monday prior to the meeting, you will be charged the cost of the  

dinner.  For more information regarding administrative policies such as 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Monthly 50/50 Drawing:  If you can’t win the Lottery, try the 50/50 drawing for better 

odds (tickets $2 each or 6 for $10).  Proceeds benefit our scholarship fund. 

 

• Community Service: 

-Holiday Gift Drive: We are collecting gifts for two families and helping ICAN to dis-

tribute gifts.  If you can help with either of these, please see our Community Service page 

on the website or contact Dayna Brown at daynab@woodsidehomes.com. Gifts are need-

ed for the adopted families by Dec. 8 

 

-Financial Literacy Program:  Our chapter is working to help others learn the financial 

skills that will help them manage their money and be successful in life.  This program us-

es the FDIC Money Smart Program.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Pat 

Donohue at Pkdonohue@cox.net 

 

-Heart Walk:  March 21, 2015—Sign up now to join the Number Crunchers Team!  More 

details on our website:  www.mesaeastvalleyafwa.org/heart-walk 

 

Holiday  Gift Exchange and meeting:  Save the date for our December meeting, which 

will be a week earlier than usual on December 16.  Attendees should bring a gift valued at 

$25 or less for the gift exchange. 

 

• Chapter Scholarship opportunities:  Spring semester Scholarships available from our 

chapter.  Application deadline is December 15, 2014.  Visit our website scholarship for 

more information and to apply. 

 

• AFWA National  Conference:  Save the Date! 

     - October 26-28, 2015: Pittsburgh, PA 

 Visit the website at www.afwa.org for updates as the year goes on. 
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IMA Valley of the Sun Chapter (www.imavalleyofthesun.org): 

 
-December Meeting:  Tuesday, December 9:  4:00 pm—Dinner and Two hours CPE. One hour at 4:00 pm:  
“Business Apps that Can Help you at Work” and One hour at 7:00 pm:  “How to Use LinkedIn more Efficiently”.  
Visit their website for details and to register:  www.imavalleyofthesun.org 
 
-Movie Night, Thursday, January 8:  6:30 pm—Bring your family and friends and join the IMA to watch “the 
Hobbit:  The Battle of the Five Armies”.  $25/ticket includes movie, popcorn, drink.  Proceeds  go to IMA student 
chapters 
         
-CMA Review crash course:  This is a final review for those preparing to take the CMA exam.  Part I—January 3 
and Part II—January 10.  $50 per session.  Please contact Travis Magneson at tmagneson@cbiz.com for more in-
formation. 

 
AFWA Phoenix Chapter (www.phoenixafwa.org): 

 
-December Holiday dinner and Fundraiser, Thursday, Dec. 18:  6 pm:  Food, fun, and CPE!  Visit their web-
site for details and to register. 

 

VITA opportunities:   The Mesa United Way is looking for volunteers for the VITA program (Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance).  This program provides free income tax assistance to low and moderate income fami-
lies.  Training starts in November.  Please contact Don Jensen at don.jensen@mesaunitedway.org for more 
information.  This is a great way to help the community and for non-tax accountants to increase their tax 
knowledge. 
 

VITA training sponsored by AFWA/IMA:  One day class for accountants and others with  some knowledge 
and/or experience with taxes.  Please see flyer on Page 8. 

 

ICAN:  Positive Programs for Youth: 
One of our members, Brenda Masters, is involved with Collaborating for a Cause.  Please see the information below and 
contact her if you are interested in find out more about this organization. 

 
Collaborating for a Cause is a networking group comprised of nonprofit finance and development professionals. The 
group conducts monthly meetings aimed at providing networking opportunities and expert led best practice learning ex-
periences for our members. The atmosphere is lively and friendly, yet structured and efficient. 
 

For information on upcoming events and ways to get involved, please contact Brenda or Danielle: 
 

Brenda@icanaz.org  or Danielle@icanaz.org 

Meetings and Events around Phoenix 
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For more information on the MOVE project, visit the AFWA national website:  www.afwa.org 
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VITA – Volunteer Income Tax  

        Assistance Training 

(Tax Preparer Refresher Course*) 
 

Date:    Saturday, January 10, 2015 
 

Time:    8:30 am – up to 4:30 pm 
   (Continental Breakfast and Lunch provided) 
 

Location:  DeVry University-Phoenix Campus						

2149 West Dunlap Ave. Phoenix, AZ  85021 

     Room 201   (602-617-1904 – for questions on 1/10/15) 
 

 

Filing Taxes Never Felt so Good!  Tax time is stressful for everyone – especially low-
income Arizonans and others who lack the skills or resources needed to get proper tax 
assistance.  But you can help!   As a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) provid-
er you work hands-on with families to help them receive the tax benefits they need to 
improve their lives. 

 

8:30 am to 11:30 am - Tax Update Training to prepare basic and intermediate  
    tax returns.  Up to 3 hours of CPE.   

Noon to 4:30 pm - VITA Certification Testing  

 

*Attendees should have knowledge of IRS Tax Laws to complete this class.  All IRS materials are electronic.  You may only 

keep these materials if you sign up to volunteer at a VITA site. 

 

Register for Free VITA Training at: 

2015 VITA Refresher Registration Link 
 

Co-Hosted by DeVry University, AFWA and IMA  
Further Questions:  Contact Joyce Barden, Senior Professor, DeVry/Keller at 602-617-1904 office (please leave mes-
sage) or jbarden@devry.edu 
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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP          

• Prestigious status of professional affiliation 

• National contacts for networking and professional information 

• Forum for CPE 

• Scholarship opportunities 

• Leadership opportunities in supportive arena 

• Subscription to Accountability e-Newsletter 

• National and regional conferences at a discounted rate 

• Access to Career Center 

• Access to Linkedin group 

• National online membership directory 

• Discounted membership to the Institute for Management Accountants (IMA) 

• Discounted products and services through affiliation agreements (CPA review   
                 courses, CCH tax  & accounting books, and Long Term Care Insurance) 

Office Name Phone Email 

President Stacey Craig  scraig23@cox.net 

Treasurer Deanna Schantel 602-568-9664 dschantel@cox.net 

Assistant Treasurer Kathleen Pease  kpease@go2uti.com 

Secretary Susan Stewart 602-758-6278 sstew56@yahoo.com 

Past President Diane Hewlett 480-705-7244 dianephx928@gmail.com 

Membership Director Patricia Schumacher 480-584-4344 Pks-cpa@cox.net 

Programs Director Ila Sowins-Dunmire 480-216-5383 iasowinsdunmire@cox.net 

Asst Programs Director Laura Mangan 480-276-5926 lauralynne@earthlink.net 

Member Relations Deanna Schantel 602-568-9664 dschantel@cox.net 

By-Laws Diane Hewlett 480-705-7244 dianephx928@gmail.com 

Newsletter Diane Hewlett 480-705-7244 dianephx928@gmail.com 

Career Services Deanna Schantel 602-568-9664 dschantel@cox.net 

Webmaster Laura Mangan 480-276-5926 lauralynne@earthlink.net 

Assistant Webmaster Diane Hewlett 480-705-7244 dianephx928@gmail.com 

Public Relations Laura Mangan 480-276-5926 lauralynne@earthlink.net 

Education Foundation Pat Donohue 480-218-0334 pkdonohue@cox.net 

Scholarship Shelby Williams 602-430-8834 Shelby_williams@yahoo.com 

Community Service Dayna Brown  daynab@woodsidehomes.com 

Activities Shelby Williams 602-430-8834 Shelby_williams@yahoo.com 

President-Elect Open   


